2 Reformation; M- ME of Religion, 3s 
' The Honour and Happineſle of the 


KING: 
And the Peace & Safety of the three Kingdoms | 
"OX Þ 


England, $ Scotland, and Freland. 


Alſo, Two fpeciall ORDERS: 


VIZ. 
I. Concerning the taking of the Solemn League aud Covenant in 

all Churches and Chappels in London and Weſtminſter. 

> II. Concerning divers Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, -Colonells, 
Officers, Souldiers, and others, that are defirons to meet =pon 3 
Friday next in the forenoon, at Margarcts-Weftminſter, and 

- of ro take the ſaid League and Covenant. 

' ©8S With a Preamble concerning the excellent Uſefulneſſe of the {aid 

Covenant; made by a worthy Member of the houſe of Commons, 
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CNRdred by the Commons in Parliament, That his League 
and Orders be printed and publiihed: | 
H: Eliſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Cow. 


TS Printed for Edward Husbands, Decem. Il. 1643. 
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Ome, let us joyn our (elves to the Lords in a perpetwall Cove- 
nant that ſhall not be forgotten, TER, 50.5. Take aWay the | 
wicked from before the King, and his Throne faalbe fablibeds in 
rio hreouſneſſe, PROV. 25.5. Andall Indah rejoyced at the Oath, 
for - they had fivorn With all their heart, and ſought bim. With their 
Whole deſire, andbe Was found of them ; and the Lord gave theme. 
reſt round about, 2 CHRON. 15-15. 


| The excellent Uſefulnefſe of this Cov z narr. 
= Þ 


TE 1 with God, Conformity .to God, and Vanity of the three 
FS "bs doms, arc *hings moſt defirable: In the firſt we are happy: 
NAP ks ſecond boly: In-the third is ftrengrh,peace and ſafety. Tide 
| are the kindly fruits of this Coyenant,and a Covenantthat brings 
' forth rey bow gladly ſhouldit be ecibraced, and how willingly receiv 
T hey are lovely Bands that binds us to be happy, holy, and ſafe. The mo 
of man is backſliding,and a Coyenant is like a hedge or wall to ftop us from 
going back: it being a good and ready anſwer ro a'temprer or e2ntaton; How 
Hall I do this, and break my Covenant? Surely we beenitoo. looſe to- 
ward God, having almoſt Ig 4 Religjon,too looſe in our lives, and too diſ- 
united among ous ſclves : and well it may be thought thar a main end of this 
Rod which now lyes upon us, is to beat us into this Coycnant; that thereby 
we nay be knit faſter to God, to holinefſe, and each to other by this. Band of 
-Vnizy. - Yet the taking, is not the chief pare of a Covenant, bur the keeping. 
The benefits of a Covenant are then fure and ſtedfaſt tous,when we are ted- 
faſt inthe Covenant : Now a main;caule of unſtedfaſtneſle in the Covenant, 
is forgerfulnes of it. To-prevent this,the Covenant i Wn reſented in this foePs 
"that bong fer up before us, it may be daily ſeen, an ſeeing remembre 
-and by remembring performed : And withall ler EIS ehis 3 thar ll 
the wayes of God ave nicrcy-and truth ro cher that” fear him and | His 


' Covenant. Bur becauſe no man RS is ig:his own let_us fetk 
| of Him-who is both our ſtrength ene ey, Eng Hip _ 
may be enabled -to keep our nana with rj £3 1s 


chains eb er ted out God, and racall us his gh Myr 
$a ut je 0 | Proſperity, all BE of Reavegrand atd- ' 
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 ® =  Dxe Lupe 25. Septerph. 1 643: — LIP | 
T 1s this day ordred by the Commons now afſembled inParlia- 
-ment,that the Miniſters ih all the Pariſh-churches & .Chappels 
of London, Veſtminſter,Suburbs & Liberties,andin all che Paryh- 
es within the Bills of Mortality, do read the ſolemn Leapue and 
Covenant on Fedneſday acxtbeing the Day of Publike Humilia- 
- tion;'And doexplaine it,and urge the ground and neceſlicy of it, 
and exhort the People to the cheerefull taking of .it, and thar. 
the ſeverall Inhabitants and Pariſhioners of the. ſeverall and re- 
. ſpeRive pariſhes aforeſaid, and Students of the Innes of Court, 
do take the ſaid Leagug' and Covenant on tlie Lords-Day next 
Mm the afternoone : And that notice hereof. be given to my Lord 
Major, and his Lordſhip defired to give timely notice hereof to 
the places aforeſaid - The Miniſters are likewiſe to give notice, 
- that the Commiſſioners of Srit{and now hefe; dotake it here; 
< . . HH: Blſyng, Cler: Park: D: Coe. 
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| Dee Mereurn, 27. Septem. 1643 ' © 7 

VV Heres divers Lords, Knights,Gentlemen, & divers Colo- 
- *. ©- nells, Officers and Souldiers, and others now reſiding in 
the Cities of Londen and Weſtminſter,& within the Line of Com- 
 munication,are defirous to meet at Fur, ink Church at Weſt- 
' mjnſter on Eriday next,to take the ſelemn League and Covenant 


& 


_for Reformation, and Defence of Re Honany and Hap- 
pineſſe of the King,and the peace aid: Safety of the three King- 
 donis,of England, Scotland, and Irct4yd. And whereas divers of 
the Scottifh-nationaredeſirous likewiſe to-meet at the ſame time 
and place. And divers-Miniſters who have no-charge within the 
 faid-limits,to-take the ſaid Covenants: 
. Tt is this day Ordered by. the Commens .affembled in Parlia- 
ment,That Mr:(olemar ſhall Preach on Friday next in' the fore- 
' noone, to thoſe that ſhall.fo meet, for the taking of the ſaid Co- 
: yvenant;, And a-Parliament-Roll, with the-ſaid: Covenant writ- | 
ten-thereupen;is to be prepared for every one-that takes the ſaid 
Covenant,to ſubſcribe their Names; And Colonell Zong and Mr: 
' Tohn Brown,Members of this Houſe, are to ſec; their Names ſub- 
ſecbed accordingly: And this Order is appoinzed.to be printed 
ad publiſhed forthwith, : 63 1428 
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TE Noblemen » Barods' "Re hes Gontlonich 
V 7 ttizens, Burgeſſes, Mi os of the-Goſpel, 
. and OE In, of all forts inthe kingdoms of England, 


'*Scotland and Ireland ,by the Prorvidence of God li- 


wing under one King ,, and, being of one Reformed 
Religion , having before our eyes the glory of God, 


' and the advance ment of the Kingdome of our Lord 


and Sarviour Jeſus Coriſt, the honour and: happineſs 
of the Kings Majeſtie,and His Poſterity, and the true 


_publike Liberty, Safety and Peace of the Kingdoms, 


. herein ervery ones pri-vate condition is cluded; and 
calling tominde the treacherous and bloody plots, Con- 
ſpiractes,, Attempts, and praftices of the Enemies 

' God, againſt the true religion, and profe efſors thereof # in 
all places , eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms ever 
ſince the reformation of religion, and how much their 
rage, power and preſumption, are of late , and at this 


* time increaſed and exerciſed ; whereof the deplorable 
. eftate of the ( hurch and Kingdom of Ireland, the di- 


ſtreſſed eftate of the C burch &: Kingdom of England, 


> and: dangerous eſtate of the Church aud Kingdom of 
Scotland, . are «preſent and publike Teſtimonies ; We 
\ harve now at laſt, (after other, meanes of $ ubplication, 


Remonſtrance; Proteſtations, and. Sufferings) | for-the 


reſervation of our ſelves and onr religion, from utter 
"FKINe ard DeſtruFion, 'according to. the - commendable 


prafiice. 


 praftice of theſe Kingdoms in former times, and:the Fe- 
ample of Gods people mother Nations, after matare de- 
liberation, reſolved and determined to enter into a mu- 
tall and jolemne League and Covenant wherein we all 
ſub eribe, and each one of us for bimſelf, with our hands 
TA up to the moſt high God, do fear: 


I. "Hat we ſhall ſincer&ly, really and eenſtantly;threugh 
CFEF the Grace of God;endeavour 1n our ſeyerall places and 
callings, the preſervation of the Reformed religon ir'the Church 
of Sco/1and, ia DoAtine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 
z24inft onr comon Encmies,the.-Reformarion of Religion in the 
hows of England and Ireland, in DoQrine, Warſhip, Di- 
ſcipline and gavernement, according tothe word of God, and 
the Example of the beſt Reformed Churches; And (hall in- 
deavour to bring the. Churches of Ged in the three King- 
domes, to the neereſt conjunftion and Uniformity ih Religion, 
Confeſſion of Faith, Form ef Church-government, .DircAory 
for Worſhip-and Catechizing ; That we and our Poſterity after ' 
ns, may as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, and the Lord may 
detight to dwell in the middeſi of ns. + 


IL. That we ſhall in like manner, without reſpedt of perfone, 
indeayour the-extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, that is, Church- 
government, by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, thair Chancellours, 
Commilsaries, Deancs, Neanes and Chaprers, Archdeacons,and 
all other Ecclcſiaſticall Officers depending on that Hierarchy) 
Superſtition, Hereſte,Schiſme,Prophanenefle, and wharſoeverſhal 
be found to be. contrary to ſound Doftrine, and the power of 
Godlinefſe ; leſt-we partake inother mens fins,and thereby be in 
danger to. reccive of their plagues , and that the Lord may-be 
.ofic.,; and; his. Name one ia the three Kingdoms, - 

"II; We ſhall with the ſame fincerity” , reallity-and conftan- 


£y,.in'orr ſeveral Vocations; endeavour with exrefiars: and 
EI ; ED Ves 


| | (7) | 

lives, mutually to | the Rights and Priviledges df - the 
Parliaments, and Liberties of the an pe and topreſferve and 
defend the Kings Mazeſties perſon and authority, in the preſer- 
vation and defence of the trac Religion, and Liberties :of rhe 
Kingdemes,thac theworld may bear witneſle with our conſcien- 
ces of our Loyaltic, and that we have no thoughts or intentions 
todiminiſh His Majeſties juſt power and greatnefſle. 


IV. We ſhall alfo withall faichfullneſſe endeavour the 'diſ- 
eovery of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Incendiaries, -Malig- 
nants,or evill Inſtruments,by hindering the Reformation of Re- 
ligion, dividing the King from his-people,. or one of the King- 
domes from another, or making any Faction or parties a 
the people, contrary to this League and Covenant, that they:may 
be brought co publicketriall, and receive condigne puniſhment, 
as the degree of their offences thall require or deferve, '6r the 
ſupream Judicatories of both Kingdoms reſpettively, or others 
having powet from themfor that cffe, ſhall judge convenient, 


- V. And whereas the happinefle of a bleſſed: Peace between 
theſe Kingdoms, denyed in former times to our Progenitors, is 
by the goed Providence of God granted unto us, and harthbeen 
{ately cencluded,and ferled by both Parliaments, we ſhalkeach 
one of us, according to our place and "intereſt; 'indeavonrithat 
they may remainconjoyaed in a' firme Peace and* Unien to all 
Poſteriry ; And that Tuſtice may be done upon the wilfuf Op- 
poſers thaweek in manner expreſſed in the precedent Article, 


VI. We halt alſo according'its our places andicallings in: this - 
common cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace ofrhe Kingdomes, 
afliſt and'defend all choſe that enter into'this League and Cove - 
nant, inthe maintaining and purſuing thereof,and ſhall nor ſiiffer 
our ſclives.diretly ior 'tndireRly: by whatſoever combination, 
perſwaſion or terrour,ts be divided, and withdrawn from this 

lefſed Union and conjundion,, -whecher -to niwke defection 
to the contrary part,or to .giveont ſelves to a detectable indiffe- 
rency or neutrality in this cauſeavhich ſs .mach cofttcerneth/the 
gfory of God, the good of the Kingdoms, and honour. of the 
| _ King - 


E Its : = 
King ; but ſhall all the dayes'of Oe menntatorl afid-:conftanes - 
fy contirue therein,againſt all oppoſition, and promore the-ſame' 
according to:our power, againſt all Lets and Impedimenrs whar- 
ſoever; and:what:we are not able our ſelves to-ſupprefie or over 
, come, we (hall reveale and make knows, that. it may. be timely: - 

gn or removed ; All which we ſhall do as inthe fight ob | 
od. * | ; 


- Andbccaufe thefe Kingdoms are. guilty of many fins and pro- 
vocations again{t:God, and his Son Iclus Chritt, as is too manj= 
feſt by our preſent diſtreſſes and dangers, the fruits thereof ; We 
profeſſe.and declare before God and the werld, our unfayned . 
defice to be humbled for our own fins, and: forthe fins of theſe 
Kingdoms, ſpecially, that-we have'not as. we ought, valued the 
ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel, that we have not laboured for 
the purity and power thercof,and that wethave not endeavoured 
to receive Chriſt in our hgarcs, nor to walk worthy of him in our 
lives, which are the cauſes of other: fins. and Tranſgreſſions, ſa 
much abounding amongft us ; And our true and unfained pur- 
poſe, defire,and endeavour for our ſelves, -and all others under 
our power and charge, both-in publike and inprivate,.in all du- 
tieswe owe to Get and man, to amendour lives, and-each. one 
to go before another.in the example of areall. Reformation, that 
- the Lord may turne away. his wrath,and-heavy indignation,and 
* eftabliſk thele Churchesand Gingdomedntrch andpcace:: And 
this Covenant we make in the preſence: of alnughty God; . 
rhe Searcher of all hearts, with a truc: intention -toiperforme'the 
ſame,as we ſhall anſwer atthat great day, when theſecrers of all 
| hearts ſhall be diſcloſed; Moſt humbly: beſeething the Lord to. 
ſtrengthenus by his Holy Spirit for: this end; and-'to: þlefle -our 
defires and roving ith ſack ſucceſſe, as may be deliverance 
' and fafety'to his people, and encouragement to. :other-chriſbian 
Ehurches gonnng under ; Þr:ig.danigor of crh&yodke of Anti. 
<hriftian Tyranny :; to joyn& in the fame; - orilike Aﬀoctation- 
and Coycnamnt, tothe glory of God,; the enlargement 'of [the 
Kingdom of Tefus Chriſt, & the peace and Tranquillity-of Chri- 
Kian'Kingdems and Common-wealths: /- "3199 28 <1; 
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